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Youth Development

Oneida County 4-H and the summer months
By Lynn Feldman
4-H Youth Development
Educator, UW-Extension
Oneida County

During the
summer months, a
lot of 4-H time is
spent preparing for
the County Fair. The amount of
youth and adult hours necessary to
put on a Fair adds up to over a
thousand. The Fair is not the only
activity though in which 4-H youth
participate during their summer
vacation from school.
During June, Oneida County 4-H
took two trips. One was to a bear
sanctuary near Wausau. The 7 acre
reserve hosts educational events
related to safety in the wilderness,
understanding bear habits and
habitat requirements, and simply
spending time getting to know the
personalities of the bears that live
there. The second trip involved going
to a farm and learning about the care
and feeding of horses as a way of
introducing those interested to the
activities involved in a “horse” 4-H
project group.
As a way to help youth finish Fair
entries as well as finish some
previously set educational goals,
these project groups are continuing
to meet during the summer months:
Skynet astronomy, model rockets,
drama, robotics, dog agility, archery,
art, and air rifles. Some adult

4th of July float. Truly a family
volunteers have also gone to
activity, this year the theme
the School District of
was “Fishing for 4-H Fun”.
Rhinelander’s Champs
Youth created giant-sized
afterschool program and led
cardboard fish that resembled
sessions in drama and
gardening. An activity open to the various 4-H project group
offerings.
all families this July is the 4-H
Youth are able to sign up for
model rocket project launch at
Oneida County 4-H anytime
Nicolet College.
Oneida County 4-H youth have throughout the year. There is
no registration fee. Simply go
participated in two camps this
to 4honline.com or call the
summer: Youth Conference and
Camp Susan. Youth Conference is UW-Extension office for more
information.
a 4-day long event where five
hundred 7th-10th graders from
Lynn Feldman can be reached by
around the state gather on the
phone at 715-365-2750 or by
UW-Madison campus to take part email at
in hobby, science, and leadership- lynn.feldman@ces.uwex.edu.
related seminars. They
have social/recreational
evenings together and also
engage in a community
service morning where they
generate ideas to bring
back to their counties.
Camp Susan, located in
Langlade County, is a
traditional nature, craft,
and teamwork-oriented
experience open to youth Lynn Feldman, second row and center, chaperoned
four area 4-Hers at Youth Conference.
in grades K-8. Teens are
trained to be the
counselors, and this
summer one of our Oneida
County youth took on that
leadership experience.
The other fun summer
4-H experience so far has
been construction of the
Wisconsin Black Bear Education Center in Wausau.
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Family Living Programs

Rhinelander to host ‘Wednesday Nite @ the Lab’
By Sara Richie
Family Living Educator
UW-Extension Oneida County

The University of
Wisconsin-Extension
Oneida County, in
partnership with
the University of
Wisconsin Alumni Association and
Wisconsin Public Television, is
hosting the Northern Lights Tour of
“Wednesday Nite @ the Lab” from
7-9 p.m. on Wednesday, July 29, at
Rhinelander High School. This event
is free to attend.
Wednesday Nite @ the Lab
features local researchers who will
describe their investigations and
inventions that are changing how
we look at life and how we lead our
lives. Through this event, learners of
all ages will have the opportunity to
find out more about these findings
and share their ideas, questions and
insights.

In Rhinelander, the
following speakers will be
featured:
Jeffrey Endelman,
Assistant Professor in the
Horticulture Dept. at UWMadison and lead
researcher at the
Rhinelander Agriculture
Research Station (also known
as the UW Lelah Starks Potato
Breeding Farm located on
Highway K), to discuss potato
breading and research.
Joel Knutson, Interim
Community, Natural
Resources and Economic
Development Educator at
UW-Extension in Oneida
County, will discuss citizen
science and bat monitoring.
Each speaker will discuss their
research for about 45 minutes.
There will be a question and
answer session afterwards for
speakers to answer any additional

questions. The event will be
recorded by Wisconsin Public
Television and archived at
http://www.biotech.wisc.edu/le
ctures/search.
This is the first time
Wednesday Nite @ the Lab is
touring to northern
communities in Wisconsin.
Wednesday Nite @ the Lab is
traditionally held at the UWMadison campus and runs every
Wednesday night, 50 times a
year. Topics cover the full range
of science, engineering and
technology research at UWMadison, from astronomy to
zoology, and from bioethics to
biomedical engineering.
For more details on the
Northern Lights Tour, go to
http://oneida.uwex.edu or
contact Sara Richie at
(715) 365-2750 or by email at
sara.richie@ces.uwex.edu.
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Master Gardeners

Master Gardeners: learners, teachers and volunteers
By Merry Lehner
Support Staff
UW-Extension
Oneida County

Summertime, and the living is
easy… if you are a gardener, some of
your hard work has paid off by now.
Most likely you have harvested
radishes, lettuce, strawberries and
peas. No doubt, by now, you have
also had some uninvited visitors to
your garden as well.
That is where your local UW
Extension can come to the rescue in
offering a wealth of advice from
many experts, but also from a group
of well trained volunteers called the
Master Gardeners. Master Gardener
Volunteers operate under the
University of Wisconsin-Extension to
provide information to the public.
The Master Gardener program is
designed to train volunteers to assist
the Extension Office and staff field
inquiries and enhance consumer
horticulture programs and
education.
Yesterday a man called our office
asking if we could tell him what tiny
brown bug was eating his vegetables
and how could he get rid of them. As
trained UW-Extension professionals,
we can help and can connect with
the University of Wisconsin-Madison
Turfgrass Diagnostics Lab or Plant
Disease Diagnostics Lab. The Insect
Diagnostic Lab can identify insects
and describe what damage will
appear on the plant. It is important
to ask enough questions. Receiving
photos or a physical sample of the
plant or insect will help to positively
identify or diagnose what is affecting
a plant. In the case of the little
brown bug, it turned out to be a flee

beetle.
Oneida County has a Summer
Horticultural Assistant who can
field calls or refer you to a Master
Gardener. It is our mission as
Master Gardeners to answer
gardening type questions.
To become a Master Gardener,
individuals earn a certification
through Level 1 training, offered
through your local UW-Extension
office. Once accepted into Master
Gardener training, to successfully
earn your certification you must
attend a minimum of 12 classes,
pass the final exam with a score of
70 percent or better, and complete
at least 24 hours of approved
volunteer service by October of
each year. The program covers a
multitude of subject matter such
as Botany, Composting, Integrated
Pest Management, Organic
Gardening and Plant Propagation,
to name a few. Classes are offered
through local Extension Offices.
Any resident 18 years or older is
eligible to be a volunteer.
There are hundreds of ways to
complete volunteer hours. Ginger
Zastrow, Wisconsin Nutrition
Education Program educator with
UW-Extension Oneida County, and
myself are training to be Master
Gardeners. We recently
volunteered to weed the
Children’s Museum in Eagle River.
There were overgrown weeds that
needed to be removed and
perennials that needed thinning
out. The museum’s garden was
specifically designed to engage the
youth and create an area of free
exploration. The youth get to enjoy
a variety of experiences, including

taste testing different vegetables,
to simply just playing in the dirt.
Master Gardeners are fun,
enthusiastic people who like to
learn and work hard. There is
always something new to learn.
As Tom Jerow, president of the
local Master Gardeners of the
North Club, is fond of saying,
“Gardening is always a bit of an
experiment” but you continue to
learn new and better ways of
doing things.
So enjoy the rest of your
summer and be rewarded in
growing and nurturing your
plants!

Above: Merry Lehner helps clean up
the community garden outside the
Children's Museum in Eagle River.

Above: Ginger Zastrow, Oneida
County WNEP educator, helped
plant flowers in downtown
Rhinelander. Volunteerism is an
essential component of the Master
Gardener program.

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Titl e IX and American with Disabilities (ADA) requirements. © 2006 by the
Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System.
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Wisconsin Nutrition Education Program

Local educators reached 380 teaching events in FY ’15
By Ginger Zastrow
WNEP Educator
UW-Extension
Oneida County

Wisconsin
Nutrition Education
Program educators successfully
completed 380 of the 410 planned
teaching events. This means the two
WNEP educators completed 93
percent of the planned agency
agreements for Fiscal Year 2015.
Three more months of teaching
events are planned, which will then
conclude the fourth quarter
agreements for Fiscal Year 2015.
The total number of learners
reached between Oct. 1, 2014, and

Horticulture Inquiries
Saydee Terzinski, UW-Extension
Oneida County horticulture assistant,
and UW-Extension support staff have
been busy answering numerous
horticulture questions from county
residents this summer. So far this

June 30, 2015, for Oneida
County was 1,482, with 787
male and 695 females. The
percentages by ethnicity was
93.7 percent White, 1.6
percent Black/African
American, 3.4 percent
American Indian/Native
American, 0.5 percent
Asian/Asian American, 0.0
percent Native
Hawaiian/Other Pacific
Islander, 0.1 percent American
Indian/Native American and
White, 0.0 percent Asian &
White, 0.3 percent Black &
White, 0.1 percent American
Indian/Native American &
season the office has facilitated
12 water tests and 40 soil
samples, and helped find
answers to dozens of questions:
-What ate my jack-in-the-pulpit?
-What is making holes in my tree leaves?
-What is causing my balsam to turn color?
-What is eating my green pepper plants?
-What is wrong with my apple trees?
...AND SO MANY MORE QUESTIONS!...

Black, 0.1 percent All other
combinations, 0.3 percent No
race reported.
Total by ethnicity is 1,459 Not
Hispanic or Latino, and 23
Hispanic or Latino. Similar
results will be shared in the Civil
Rights information.

Where is the
UW-Extension Oneida
County office located?
The UW-Extension office is
located in the lower level of the
Rhinelander/Oneida County
Airport. Park in the side parking
lot labeled “UW-EXT” and enter
through the side door. Follow
signs downstairs.
UW-Extension Oneida County
3375 Airport Road #10
Rhinelander, WI 54501
715-365-2750
http://oneida.uwex.edu

What weed is this?
What’s wrong with my grass?

What’s wrong with my plant
or vegetables?

What insect is this?

Our summer horticulture assistant can
connect with the University of WisconsinMadison Turfgrass Diagnostics Lab to
provide weed identification and control
recommendations.

Our summer horticulture assistant can
connect with the University of WisconsinMadison Plant Disease Diagnostics Lab to
provide plant identification and control
recommendations.

Our summer horticulture assistant can
connect with the University of WisconsinMadison Insect Diagnostics Lab to identify
your insect and provide control
recommendations.

What’s in my water?
We sell water testing kits at our office so
you can have your water tested and receive
water quality recommendations.

What’s in my soil?
We can provide you with a soil sample bag
and send in your soil samples for testing.

Have a question relating to
horticulture? Give us a call at
715-365-2750 or email Saydee
Terzinski, horticulture assistant,
at sterzinski@co.oneida.wi.us.
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