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4-H Youth Development

The economic value of
volunteers in Oneida County
By Lynn Feldman
4-H Youth Development Educator
And Department Head
UW-Extension Oneida County

Over the course of this past
year, more than 2,600 volunteer
hours were credited to the
University of WisconsinExtension Youth Development
work in Oneida County. With a
dollar value of $22.24 per volunteer hour as
determined by the U.S. government for the state of
Wisconsin, the value to Oneida County of those hours
was $57,824.00.
Extension work involves building the capacity of
communities by engaging with people in
transformations that will positively enhance the lives of
county citizens. In Youth Development work, capacity
building involves volunteer development.
The majority of the Youth Development volunteer
hours are credited to the 4-H program. From leading
project groups, participating in the Leaders’
Association, running special events, and helping with
the Fair, volunteers are responsible for the 4-H
program’s existence.
As the UW-Extension educator, my role is to train,
develop, and manage volunteers. I assist with their
professional development training in how to partner
with youth, provide youth activities that fit with
developmental stages, provide a safe environment, and
problem-solve challenges. Any first time volunteer
must go through a mandatory training that I lead as
Continued on Page 2...
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well as a background check and
risk management certification.
Development of volunteers
doesn’t stop with initial training
however. Volunteers continue
to grow through one-on-one
training offered that surrounds
organization, communication,
and other leadership skills
necessary not just for
confidence in teaching youth;
but for Oneida County 4-H
program visioning, networking,
and growth. The result this year A group of volunteers pose for a picture at the annual Oneida County 4-H
Youth Development Recognition Banquet.
has been the initiation of a
community club program in the
Three Lakes area and sustainable leadership of the partnership with adults, youth leaders create and
4-H club in Rhinelander. It has also resulted over
lead programming, create a sense of belonging
the past couple of years in new project area
for younger youth, provide mentorship for
growth: Fishing, Lego Robotics, Skynet astronomy, younger youth, and set an example for
babysitting, sewing, and Legos .
community service learning. All the while, they
In addition to 4-H, business leader volunteers
grow in the development of basic life skills.
were responsible for piloting a workforce
Over the past couple of years, in evaluations
readiness workshop in
collected from youth leaders; the common
Three Lakes this past
measure life skills of communication, selfsummer. With a need
determination, cooperation, creativity, respect,
for teens to be ready
and critical thinking were all listed as ones which
to meet customer and
they felt were addressed during their volunteer
business owners’
work.
needs in their summer
As Oneida County looks to the future, it has as
jobs, the business
a main goal, a healthy economy. It is easy to see
leaders readily gave of how adequately skilled workers who are excited
their time to not only
to live and raise families here, who are engaged
help youth but
in civic leadership, and who appreciate the
ultimately help secure
natural resources of the area through
the tourist economy
stewardship actions contribute to the healthy
vital for community
economy goal.
economic stability.
The current adult and youth leadership
Amy Engel received the
Volunteer of the Year Award Their volunteer work
volunteer work and development that is the
in 2015 for her extraordinary fostered the idea of a
mainstay of the UW-Extension Youth
volunteerism efforts serving
more
wide-scale
Development program contributes to the goal of
youth in Oneida County.
workforce readiness
a future healthy economy in a big way. For more
program run by volunteers in the Three Lakes High information on how to volunteer with UWSchool now scheduled for the spring of 2017.
Extension Youth Development programming, call
Youth volunteers exist in the 4-H and Teen
the Oneida County Extension office.
Court organizational structure. Working in
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Celebrating National 4-H Week
A sampling of photos from the 2015-16 4-H year:

A new beekeeping project was started. Local
beekeeping professionals from the county
mentored Oneida County 4-Hers in this trade.
A certified 4-H volunteer helps local 4-Her
John Currie unhook his catch during a 4-H
outing that was partnered with the local
Let’s Go Fishing organization.

Last December, Oneida County 4-Hers donated a
basket of food they collected for two holiday meals
for residents at Tri-County Council on Domestic
Violence and Sexual Assault’s shelter. While there,
youth learned about the work that advocates do to
help citizens stay safe.

More than a dozen local 4-H youth were honored
with awards and recognition for completing handson projects in areas like health, science, and
citizenship, where they received guidance from
adult mentors and were encouraged to take on
proactive leadership roles.

Many Oneida County 4-Hers and volunteers
last Spring made dozens of “Monster Hug”
pillows which were given to area hospital
emergency rooms for children in need.

Oneida County 4-H families made an awardwinning float for the Fourth of July Parade in
Rhinelander!
P age 3

U W-E X TE NS IO N O NEI D A C OU N TY

WEB SI TE: H TTP : // ON EI D A.U WEX .ED U

Community & Economic Development

Make room for more voices in parliamentary procedure
By Myles Alexander
Community, Natural Resources &
Economic Development Educator
UW-Extension Oneida County

In August I promised a
few suggestions for how
other discussion methods
may take place during a
meeting run according to
parliamentary procedure.
It is simple. Make a motion to suspend the rules.
All good motions are simple and clear. To
suspend the rules when acknowledged by the
chair say, “I move to suspend the rules.” The
motion requires a second. It is not debated and
needs a 2/3 majority to pass. It is good to include
a few details in the motion.
What is the purpose of the motion to suspend
the rules? In government, Robert’s Rules limits
the debate to the elected representatives. To
give the public an opportunity for dialog and
deliberation during the meeting the rules must be
suspended. In
that case a
motion is made
such as, “I move
to suspend the
rules for 30
minutes of small
group discussion
followed by 10 minutes for the results to be
verbally reported.”
If a particular result is needed and time is not
limited the motion may be made, “I move to
suspend the rules for the public to discuss and
agree on the top three criteria for our decision
with the guidance of our guest facilitator Bob
Smith.”
In many meetings member organizations that
follows Robert’s Rule there is often a lot of
information discussion. For example, someone

may suggest a motion is in order. Then members
talk about the issue to agree on the motion. That
is not Robert’s Rules of parliamentary procedure.
Disorder and confusion often result.
Instead, if no one is prepared to make a
motion for a decision about the issue at hand,
make a motion to suspend the rules, “I move to
suspend the rules for 10 minutes for the purpose
of informal discussion about the issue.” After the
rule suspension time, return to parliamentary
order and the
secretary
continues
taking minutes,
as motions are
made. The
period of rule
suspension
gives people
informal time to talk and collect their thoughts.
They can be more prepared to offer simple,
decision oriented motions.
Finally, a motion should be well constructed
but it need not be perfect when made. The body
can amend a motion. Debate can be short and a
motion defeated to make way for another, better
amendment. It may be most efficient for several
motions to fail rather than fuss over an initial
motion until it is perfect.

Interested in learning more about
parliamentary procedure? Check out the
University of Wisconsin-Extension’s Local
Government Center page on effective meetings:
http://fyi.uwex.edu/lgc/topics/effective-meetings/
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Master Gardener Volunteers

Master Gardener graduate showcases garden
By Merry Lehner
Oneida County Master Gardener
UW-Extension Oneida County

I had the wonderful
opportunity to visit the
Crandon Community Garden
on September 9 during their
Open House located near
City Hall and Palmer Park.
One of our recent Master Gardener training
graduates, Jill Krueger, poured her heart and soul
in to creating the Crandon Community Garden.
She is Department Head at the Forest County
Health Department who plunged right into
planning a vegetable garden for the community.
This was a garden revitalization project where a
grant was obtained through the Forest County
Office on Aging and the Forest County Health
Department and the University of WisconsinExtension.
Karly Johnson, Wisconsin Nutrition Education
Program Coordinator in Oneida County, and
Tammy Queen, Director of the Office on Aging,
County wrote the grant. The grant covered the
cost of building materials to construct the garden,
garden supplies, and the costs to harvest, clean,
and prepare produce for consumption. The goal of
the grant was to provide healthy eating choices for
residents who participate in the Meal Site
provided by Forest County. The other incentive
was to promote volunteers to participate and get
involved in working at the Community Garden.
According to Krueger, there has been an increase
in both the amount of people utilizing the Meal
Site and an enthusiastic response to volunteerism
at the garden.
UW-Extension’s Mary Sty of Vilas County was
very active in overseeing the garden as well. She
me a very informative tour and a short history of
how the garden started this Spring to the bountiful
harvest I now was taking in first hand.
It is truly a dream garden, with healthy

productive plants producing much fruit, neatly
contained in raised beds and boarded by
sunflowers, bee balm and other perennials.
There was corn towering over six feet that was
being picked and offered to those in the
community who visited. I had the privilege of
taking three ears of the corn home and it was
very sweet and tender. A brick walkway with an
arbor are recent additions and a small
greenhouse is on the wish list for next year.
After touring
the garden I
was invited to
sample the
produce from
the garden
where Meal
Site chef, Adam
Dewing,
prepared a
delicious lunch
of soups
prepared from garden vegetables and home
made bread and cookies. The featured soup was
potato leek soup, which was creamy and mild
enough to be able to pick up the subtle flavor of
the leeks. There was also a hearty vegetable
soup which included corn, beans, tomatoes,
onion, garlic all from the garden. What a treat it
was to taste freshly picked vegetables used in
this soup. That was part of the incentive behind
the grant writing was to encourage people to
experience the tasty and nutritious advantage of
eating fresh produce from a garden. I will recall it
longingly by mid-February, no doubt.
As I left my visit there were several children
and their parents picking fresh vegetables from
the garden, pulling weeds, and happily running
down the garden’s wood chipped paths. It made
me feel that all was right in the world for this
short and happy hour. Gardening is an amazing
pastime that helps all.
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