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4-H is full of “next step”
opportunities. The program isn’t
a series of activities where
youth take a class in one subject
area and then move on to learn
about another. 4-H youth have the opportunity to take
the same project for as many as 11 years, each year
setting goals to learn and achieve more. The 4-H
Experiential Learning model is project based and
includes 3 major tasks: Do, Reflect, and Apply.
A good example in Oneida County 4-H where youth
take projects for years is the dog project. Youth spend
countless hours over years of time in the dog agility
training yard improving their skills as dog handlers.
Another project area in which youth enroll year after
year is photography. Photography judging for this year’s
Fair took place on July 27th. The judge, who has
performed this duty for the past two years, commented
on the quality of the photos. While she pointed out
what she liked about each photo and on what the youth
could improve, she repeatedly said, “The quality of
photos in this county is amazing. It is so hard to decide
which should have the blue ribbon”. While it is normal
to be excited about a blue ribbon, the purpose of
judging is for youth to learn how to ”make my best
better”, which is the 4-H motto. It is all about taking the
“next step”.
Other “next step” activities witnessed at the County
Continued on Page 2...
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Fair are youth turning their previous Fair projects
that raises money for the Oneida County
or like projects into items for sale and displaying
Humane Society.
them at the Entrepreneur’s tent on Exhibit Court.
If you are interested in assisting youth by
The Dog Agility project group members teach
partnering to create “next step” opportunities,
others about their projects with daily
or you wish to involve your children in them,
demonstrations in Animal Alley. At various times,
call the UW-Extension Office. Youth taking the
youth demonstrate hobby ideas in the
“next steps” leads to rewarding, healthy,
demonstration area.
civically engaged lives as adults.
Lynn Feldman can be reached at 715-365-2750
When looking in the newspaper a couple of
or by email at lynn.feldman@ces.uwex.edu
weeks ago, I saw an article about a Robotics
workshop for youth at Nicolet College. The two
youth interviewed for the article have been in the
4-H Lego Robotics Program. They took the “next
step” to learn how to build robots from materials
other than Legos. They took the “next step” at the
Fair by demonstrating to others their Robotics
challenge course and how they program their
robots to go through it.
Finally, going the “next step” through
leadership activities is woven heavily into the 4-H
program. This Fall, 4-H member Mira King will be
leading a seminar at a Fall statewide conference
about a project idea she introduced to her local
club. Her idea for monster pillows resulted in local
youth producing comfort pillows for youth at 3
emergency rooms in the area. Another 4-H youth,
Lynn Feldman accompanied 4-Hers Mira King and Noah
King to 4-H and Youth Conference in Madison held in
who went to Space Camp in Huntsville Alabama on
June. The event enabled 500 participants from around
a statewide 4-H trip is looking forward to being a
the state to engage in hands-on seminars, service
youth leader for this next spring’s excursion. Two
learning, assemblies, recreation, and the chance to
youth in the program served as summer 4-H camp
meet others.
counselors, and yearly youth leaders take on the
roles of officers and lead the
Oneida County 4-H Club in its
monthly meetings. A 4-H member
serves as a reporter for the
Oneida County 4-H leaders’
Association, and currently a photo
journalism Public Service
Announcement is being worked
on by other youth leaders.
Finally, on August 27th, 4-H
youth will take the “next step” as
they give back to others with the
Bark for Life event that raises
money for the American Cancer
24 monster pillows were created for emergency rooms by the Keep it in the
Society and a dog agility contest
Northwoods 4-H club in April.
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Community & Economic Development

Parliamentary Procedure: It is simpler than football
By Myles Alexander
Community, Natural Resources &
Economic Development Educator
UW-Extension Oneida County

First, a confession: I did
not like parliamentary
procedure . . . . until I had
to explain it in Three Lakes
last April. I prefer dialog
and conversational styles
of public meetings. But we live in a representative
democracy and elect peers to make decisions for
us. Parliamentary procedure provides an orderly
process that is easy to document for the public
record. The problem with parliamentary
procedure is that we do not know how to use it.
Our most familiar parliamentary procedure guide
is “Roberts Rules of Order.”
The good news is if you understand football you
can understand parliamentary procedure. Here is
a simple comparison of the two sets of rules.
The NFL Beginner's Guide
to Football - 1,741 words
The 2016 Official Playing
Rules of the National Football League - 88 pages

The Complete Idiot's Guide
to Understanding Football 352 pages

The Robert’s Rules of
Order quick guide - 738
words
Robert’s Rules of Order
Newly Revised in Brief - 96
pages of rules 102 pages of
advice and tables

Robert's Rules For
Dummies – 388 pages

There are many short guides to Robert’s Rules.
An online search found a six-page guide by the
University of Louisiana, Monroe faculty senate.
The history of parliamentary procedure is in the
early Parliaments of England. Sir Thomas Smyth
began the process of writing down accepted
procedures. In 1593 he published a book about

them for the English House of Commons. Henry
Martyn Robert (1837-1923), an engineering
officer in the U.S. Army, wrote Robert’s Rules.
General Robert was once asked to preside over a
public meeting in a church. Though he did not
know how to run a meeting he tried anyway.
The meeting was an embarrassment. He
determined never to attend another meeting
until he knew parliamentary procedure. He read
the few books available on the subject. Since
General Robert encountered chaotic meetings
wherever he was stationed, he published
Robert's Rules of Order in 1876.
We may attend two different kinds of
meetings that use Robert’s Rules. One is a club
or civic group in which all members participate.
The other is an elected local government board
or commission in which we are spectators. That
distinction is important.
Town and county boards and the city
commission are legislative bodies like the U.S.
Congress. Unless we are invited to speak, we
only watch the proceedings. A “public
comment” opportunity at the end of a local
government legislative meeting can be
frustrating for the public. Fortunately,
parliamentary procedure can include people’s
contributions in the decision making process.
The most important rule in parliamentary
procedure is discussion occurs when a main
motion is made. Without a main motion there is
no action or discussion. A good motion is a
proposal stated in simple, unbiased language.
After a main motion is made and seconded
discussion can begin.
The second only affirms the proposal is worth
discussion, not an endorsement. The person
who seconds a motion may disagree with the
motion. Such a second moves so that discussion
and a vote can take place and a new motion
Continued on Page 4...
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proceedings do not go beyond a motion to amend
made.
the main motion.
I often observe a main motion made as a
As I prepared for the Three Lakes presentation I
suggested topic for discussion. Discussion
learned I was making a common mistake. The
sometimes begins before there is a second.
incidental motion, “Point of Information” is a
Without a clear proposal and second, the
request FOR information. It is not an opportunity
discussion wanders and other topics come up.
to give information. If I have something to say,
Soon, no one remembers the original topic or
what decision the need to make. Parliamentary even if it is to add a fact that clears up confusion,
that is part of the discussion. I must wait until the
procedure helps a meeting stay on track and
chair acknowledges my request to speak. But, if
make decisions:
someone uses an acronym or word I do not know I
A main motion makes a single proposal.
may stand to interrupt, “I would like _______
The assembly discusses the proposal. As
people think of related proposals they make explained.”
Another common parliamentary error is the
notes.
“friendly amendment.” That only exists in “Bob’s
Finally, when everyone has had a chance to
Rules.” When a main motion is made it belongs to
address the motion at least once, they vote
the assembly, not to the person who made the
on the motion.
motion. If someone wants to amend the motion
The chair invites another motion.
If discussion of a main motion gets complex it the proper procedure is to make a motion to
amend. The assembly then discusses and votes
is helpful to know more about parliamentary
on the motion to amend. If the amendment
procedure. There are many version of tables
passes, discussion continues on the main motion
that help track the action. Two are included
as amended. If the motion to amend fails, the
here.
There are many kinds of action that take place assembly discusses the original motion.
If you have not yet figured out how other
once discussion of a main motion begins. See
discussion methods may take place during a
Figure 1 “Order of Motions.” For everyone to
know the current play, there is an order to make meeting run according to parliamentary
procedure, look for the answer in the September
motions. Specific motions request decisions or
Oneida County UW Extension newsletter.
bring something to the attention of the
assembly. Decisions happen in
reverse order. Thus a vote is
taken on what was most
recently moved. The most
recent motion is usually less
related to the main motion
proposal.
Table 1 “Purpose of Motions”
provides a short explanation of
each motion type and the
action each motion requires.
Differences in debate and
voting rules encourage the
assembly to discuss what is
important to everyone and
minimize fuss about simple
Figure 1 Order of Motions
Continued on Page 5...
matters. For most meetings,
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TABLE 1.
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Horticulture

Zika: An issue in Wisconsin?
By Patrick (P.J.) Liesch
Assistant Faculty Associate
Extension Entomologist
UW-Madison Department of Entomology

With mosquito season nearly upon us and all the
headlines about Zika Virus in the news, a big
question at the moment is: will Zika be an issue for
us in Wisconsin? Based on what’s known about the
Zika Virus and the mosquitoes that transmit it, it’s
unlikely that Zika will be a major issue for us in the
state. Certainly, we’ll get cases of Zika in the state,
but these will almost certainly be from individuals
that have travelled to areas with active Zika
infestations.

With as many as 60 or more different mosquito
species in the state, there are a number of other
mosquito-borne diseases that do occur in our area.
Our best example would be West Nile
Virus transmitted by the Northern House
Mosquito (Culex pipiens). Around the yard, one of the
most important things is to reduce or eliminate
standing water to help eliminate mosquito breeding
sites. Toys left out, old tires, clogged gutters,
birdbaths with stagnant water and anything else that
collects and holds water could be a potential breeding
site for mosquitoes. Using EPA approved repellents,
such as DEET, Picaridin, or others when working or
relaxing outdoors will offer protection from bites.
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